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" almost unparalleled in the profound know-
ledge of ancient and modern philosophy."
The marvel may perhaps disappear, should
it be the case, as we believe it to be, that
the second alternative is the true one.

But even in this case, it should be borne
in mind that the blow will by no means fall
on Mr. Mill with the same weight with
which he designed it to fall on the object of
his criticism. Sir W. Hamilton had devoted
his whole life to the study of metaphysics;
he was probably more deeply read in that
study than any of his contemporaries ; and
if all his reading could produce nothing
better than the confusion and self-contradic-
tion which Mr. Mill imputes to him, the
result would be pitiable indeed. Mr. Mill,
on the other hand, we strongly suspect,
despises metaphysics too much to be at the